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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE I

Dear Friends of Camp Read,

By the time you read this letter the Curtis S. Read Scout Reservation will be open for business. This
season will not be without challenges as Steve Hammonds, the long-time Director of Support Services and
Read Reservation Director, will not be returning. Ed Theetge, a new hire for the Council, has taken over
both positions and will have to rely on many of the returning key Camp Staff positions for their knowledge
of the Camp operation. Kris O’Conner is really stepping up as the Reservation Manager by taking on
many of pre-season tasks that need to be done prior to camp’s opening.

During the week prior to the annual “Eager Beaver” work weekend in June I was fortunate enough to get
up to camp to help out. Aside from the general good feeling that I get from being “inside the blue line,” 1
was struck by the connection that I felt with many of the “Pre-Staff” members. It didn’t seem to matter
that it had been almost 40 years since I was in their position, I was welcomed and made to feel like I was
part of the team. This proves to me that our common bond does span the generations and while many
things have changed about the camp over the years, the Staff still has that spirit of devotion, comradery
and sincere interest in seeing the Camp prosper.

We had accomplished much over the Eager Beaver weekend and many of the usual suspects were in
attendance. Also joining us were a group of more recent Staff Alumni from Waubeeka, organized by Tom
Holl. It was good to see some “young blood” participating in the event and my hope is that the trend
continues. Aside from the normal camp preparation and maintenance, two major projects were undertaken
and funded by the association. The first was the John Farley Memorial Trail Register and Gateway,
designed and built by Tom Dietz. The other project was the building of a lean-to in the Staff area of
Buckskin, led by crew chief, Dedrick Damato. This lean-to will serve as much needed senior Staff
housing. Check out the complete write up and photos on pages 4 & 5 of this Newsletter.

I was also pleasantly surprised by the current Staff’s interest in the history of the Camp. Many of the Staff
members attended the Bob Johnson Lean-to dedication ceremony that we had over the weekend and asked
questions about what camp was like “back then.” This also shows me that our continued efforts to preserve
and share our history is important to the “Old Timers” as well as the current staff.

Our next event will be the Fall Hike Weekend scheduled for September 15" through the 18", Come join us
for a fun filled weekend exploring the beautiful Adirondack in the Fall with your friends. Although we’re
calling it a “Hike Weekend,” hiking is not required as some come up to just relax and enjoy the scenery. It
is over that weekend we are also dedicating the John R. Farley memorial trail system in a special
ceremony. Look on our web site, CampRead.org and in your e-mail for more information as the dates gets
closer.

In conclusion I would like to wish everyone a happy and healthy summer and hope to see you in the Fall.

Yours in Scouting,

Bill Daley
CRA President

Annual Fall Hike Weekend September 15th — 18th
John Farley Memorial Trail System Dedication — Saturday Sept. 17th, 2016
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Friends of Read 2016

One of the primary missions of the Camp Read Associa-
tion, as stated in our Charter, is to assist with camp pro-
motion, staff development, program and financial sup-
port, and facility maintenance/development. In order to
live up to this commitment your financial support is
greatly needed.

Because of the generosity many of our members, the As-
sociation was able to make contributions towards a varie-
ty of projects and ongoing programs that have and contin-
ue to benefit the Curtis S. Read Scout Reservation in the
areas of infrastructure, program, and staff support. The
following are examples of how the Association provided
this much needed support over the years: replacement of
the roof on the Pearlman Building , major renovations of
Boland Lodge (thanks to Peter Oberdorf for his most gen-
erous contribution), construction of the two lean-tos (in
memory of Ken Haddermann and Chris Fearon), con-
struction/renovation of the many camp signs throughout
the Reservation, much needed program equipment, the
annual Staff appreciation dinner, and Staff recognition
awards.

To continue our commitment of service to the camp, the
Association’s assistance will be needed for the following
upcoming projects: rebuilding the stone wall at the camp
entrance, a new Summit Activities Center, construction of
a lean-to for use by the Buckskin Camp Director, finan-
cial support towards the renovation Camp Waubeeka Of-
fice and program support for new activities such as moun-
tain biking.

If you haven’t joined this elite group of dedicated Scout-
ers please give some thought to making a contribution. If
you have donated in the past, our sincerest thanks and
please consider renewing your support for 2016. Contri-
butions to the Camp Read Association can be considered
as a tax deduction. Another way to support camp is to
send in a one-time donation either as a tribute to, or in
memory of, an individual you would like to recognize.

Forms for donating to the Memorials & Tributes Fund or
for The Friends of Read donations can be found in this
Newsletter and on our website at CampRead.org.

The Camp Read Association wishes to extend a sincere thanks to the following members who have
made a contribution to the Association for 2016. Your financial support is greatly appreciated by

all the scouts and leaders who attend Camp Read and benefit from your generosity.

Jacob Gertstein
Frank Graessle

Ryan Abare
Charles Agro
Russ Borner
Matt Brauner
Ralph Colotti
Kent Cooper
John M. Coughlin
Dedrick Damato
Ed D’Apice

Tom Dietz

John J. Doyle
Joseph Fesel
Richard and Nancy Ford
Bruce Fusillo
Doug Gamble

Tim Haag

John Hradsky
Tom Hunter
Ward Lyke
Albert Massimi
Michael McCabe
Adam McKechnie
Ed Mills

Geoffrey Ogle
Peter Oberdorf

Denis Pisanello

Most Rev. Dominick Lagonegro

Richard Okrasinski

Bill Riesz

Theodore C. Robinson
William Schiavo
Mark Sikora

James Smith

Matt Terribile

Bill Tracey

John Tripodi
Michael Tripodi
Michael Venuti
David Wallick

Don Walsh

Gary Wiesendanger
David Winchell

Ron Yaskovic

SUMMER 2016

A VERY SPECIAL THANK YOU TO DAVID TERRIBILE

Shown in bold above are those who have given most generously

THANK YOU!

All donations to the Camp Read Association are tax-deductible
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Annual Fall Hike Weekend

September 153th—18¢th, 2016

John R. Farley Memeorial Trail System Dedication
Ceremony: Saturday, September 17, 2016

oin you’re your fellow “Friends of Camp Read” for a weekend of

fun and adventure this fall. We are planning to have several hikes

for all abilities in and around the Curtis S. Read Scout Reservation.

(Hiking not required, just come up and enjoy the good company
and the Adirondacks in the Fall). The weekend will be culminated by a
dedication ceremony of The John R. Farley Memorial Trail System.
More information coming soon... check the web site at
www.CampRead.org and your e-mail.

'BITS AND PIECES | -

> This issue was sent to anyone who gave to the Friends of Read. If you want to continue to receive copies of the Newsletter,
Dplease send in your contribution!

» UPCOMING EVENTS
e Annual Fall Hike Weekend - Sept. 15th - 18th, 2016 (see above notice) for more information: http://www.campread.org
e John H. Farley Memorial Trail System Dedication Ceremony Sunday September 18th, 2016 (more info to follow)

e Anyone wishing to contribute Newsletter articles, anecdotes, pictures, event postings, or general Camp or Scouting info should
please send any correspondence to: Camp Read Alumni Association, c/o Westchester-Putnam Council, B.S.A., 41 Saw Mill Riv-
er Road, Hawthorne, NY 10532, or e-mail hunteto@gmail.com

» The Association web site is campread.org. Please visit our site for latest information..
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Eager Beaver Work Weekend - June 10 - 12, 2016

Almost a perfect weekend. We’re certainly not going to let a little
rain on Saturday spoil it. Yes, it did rain but mostly during

mealtimes, meaning minimum disruption to the tasks at hand. A big Fy
plus was hardly any mosquitos and no black flies all weekend. Tru- §
ly a miracle for that time of year in the great North Country. /

Current staff and past “friends of Read” accomplished a lot for
Camp over the weekend. Of course the usual painting, staining and
repairs were on-going in addition to a few special projects taken on
by the Association. Our resident master craftsman, Tom Dietz, as-
sisted by Buckskin’s Jeremy Hughs, were busy building a Farley’s
Gap Trail Gateway and sign, along with a beautiful and very practi-
cal trail register overlooking the Buckskin waterfront. New color
coded trail markers were tacked on trees leading to the Gap Trail.
With other trails around camp also getting this treatment by current §
staff.

Several other Association members got a great start on a new lean-
to in the Buckskin staff area, and the dining hall kitchen doors are
now a striking bright green thanks to Denis Pisanello.

The weekend culminated with a lean-to dedicated in the memory of
Bob Johnson, up in Summit at the area formally known as Mountain View. It was gratifying to see
not only many of the “Old Timers” in attendance but a great representation of the v
current staff helping to continue the traditions. Bob was a longtime member of the
Association and a charter staff person when camp was first moved to its Adirondack
home back in the late forties. He was one of the first trucking in supplies before
camp opened. We all miss you Bob!

If you get a chance next year join us. Work a551gnments are customized for all abil- 4
ity levels, and the eats are always first rate. This will give you the opportunity to see g il
how great camp looks and re-connect with some past acquaintances. A great time is

always experienced by all participants.

Jeremy and Tom getting in / 7 i
out of the rain Many Red Efts were out and about

= <vL.‘

A moment of Silence (Denis Plsanello) by plaque, durlng the Bob
Johnson memorial dedication
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Delicate ridge pole placement by Tim Haag, Bill Daley,
Dedrick Damato and Tom Dietz

-

Tom Dietz and Jeremy Hughs finishing up the gateway to
the Farley’s Gap trail

Bob Johnson me

Frank Graessle tacking up trail marker
near the beginning to Farley’s Gap
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Memorials And Tributes

In Memory of Joseph Hipius In Memory of Joseph S. Forlini
For a Lifetime of Outstanding Service to the For His Dedication & Devoted Service to
Boy Scouts of America Troop 5 and Pack 338, Yonkers, NY
John Hradsky John Hradsky

i it -
|1 you would like to make a donation to the Camp Read Association or to the Camp Read Improvement Fund for a memorial or tribute to an individual |
please fill out the form below. The tribute or honor can be for recognition of birthdays, anniversaries, holidays, awards, or in memory of a departed |

| relative or friend. Acknowledgement letters will be sent to you and to the person being recognized or to the family (if the donation is in memoriam). :
I Your name: [ 11 would like to remain anonymous. |
| |
| Your Address |
| |
| Your telephone: Your email: I
: Name of individual or group being remembered or recognizes: :
I Reason: Donation amount $ :
: Name and Address acknowledgement should be sent to: :
| |
| Please make your check payable to Camp Read Assoc. Westchester-Putnam Council, BSA. |
: Mail it to Bill Daley, 3220 Mohegan Ave., Mohegan Lake, NY 10547 . :
| |
| |
e e e e — — S S S S S S S S S S S S S S — —— — o

“For Joys We’ll Ne’er Forget”, relates the story of the Curtis S. Read Scout Reservation from its
opening day in 1920 to the present. For most part, “For Joys....” was written by staff who were in camp.
Chapters features two legendary Camp Rangers, the launching of Camp Waubeeka, the impact of Read
on professional Scouting, profiles of outstanding camp leaders, the story of the Oder of the Arrow in
camp, history of the Camp Read Association, and much more.

Travel through time as this nearly one hundred year old camp grew from its beginnings on 33 acres and
20 campers on Long Pond, in Mahopac, New York to a 1000 acre scout reservation in the Adirondack
Mountains. Today the Curtis S. Read Scout Reservation is made up of three camps, one traditional
scout camp, one patrol cooking camp, and a High Adventure Base.

“For Joys We’'ll Ne'er Forget” was commissioned by the Camp Read Association to preserve the history
of this very special place. If you were ever a camper or staff member at a Scout camp, you’ll find
yourself right at home in the pages of this book. It is a story worth telling and one worth
reading.............. !

To Order: Go to www.CampRead-ForJoys.com

Copies also available at the Council Service Center

All proceeds from “For Joys We’ll Ne’er Forget” will go to the betterment of the Curtis S.
Read Scout Reservation, Westchester-Putnam Council, BSA



http://www.xlibris.com/
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William Shanahan — That Guy Behind the Scenes

Will started at camp as a Webelo in 2002 and as a scout from 2003 — 2005. In
2006 Will was a CIT and started working in the kitchen in 2007 as a dishwasher. The
following year he was promoted to Kitchen supervisor, and has served as assistant chef
since 2011 working with Camp’s longtime Chef Joe Augusto.

Will is an Eagle Scout originally from Troop 47 Yonkers, NY. He has acted as chef for

some Eager Beaver Work weekends (including the most recent weekend held June 10 -
12) up at Read, as well as Ski Camp weekends in 2013 and 2014. As a regular attendee
for the work weekend’s I have enjoyed Will’s culinary skills, diligence and good cheer

during my stay.

According to Will “Read is home for me and I’ve enjoyed every moment of working
with Joe for the past decade.” Thanks to Joe for his nurturing and mentoring. Camp
is very lucky to have both of them serving up delicious and nutritious meals to countless
Scouts and leaders. The association salutes both of you!

Durland and the Sea Scouts Program By Leonard Fintzy

I became a Bronx Boy Scout before my twelfth birthday and spent the next ten years in the Bronx going from scout to explorer to assistant scout-
master to Sea Scout mate then skipper. I also became a teacher in Yonkers which is important because, when my principal heard about all the things we
did in the Bronx, he insisted I start a ship in Yonkers. So the following eighteen years were in Westchester.

I knew I couldn’t be active in both the Bronx and Yonkers, so I came up with a devious plan to undercut my principal’s plan. We advertised the
idea to start a Sea Scout ship and I spelled out all the requirements which included a year’s probation modeled after Annapolis, three uniforms, weekly
meetings, monthly trips, extensive memorized plebe responses (the same ones as the plebes in Annapolis), an adult involvement mandate and more. |
figured all this would keep the prospects away. On the night of the meeting, we had more than a hundred boys with their parents/supporting adults
present. And after I gave them the speech about how hard it would be, no one left.

Ship 217 had 128 sea scouts at the end of the year, 25 uniformed adult officers and a committee of almost one hundred. And our numbers did not
decline for more than a decade. It got so big, we broke it up into ships 217, 21 and 17, each with its own leaders but a shared committee. The Council
made me “Commodore” and asked me to coordinate sea scouting throughout Westchester. We got to the point where we had nine active ships going.

We camped, we sailed on Long Island Sound, we trained at Mystic Seaport, we raced large sailboats that were lent to us, and we cruised on military
ships to Bermuda, the Caribbean and the Mediterranean. We did a lot of community service. And, while it was secret for the first few years, it eventu-
ally got out that we accepted court-appointed boys who were on the verge of going to jail. I had done that successfully in the
Bronx and it worked just as well in Westchester.

Many of our activities and successes were written up in the press over the years. Local towns and agencies gave us many
awards. All this exposure led to a very unexpected and extraordinary gift. A lady I never met passed away and donated her estate
on Long Island Sound (along with several million dollars to sustain it) to the “Sea Scout Program of the Boy Scouts of Ameri-
ca”. She wrote me a lovely letter which unfortunately got lost (along with most of my photos and slides) in my move from New
York to South Florida but I know that the Scout Executive, Phil Wagner, also had a copy of it. I never met Agatha Durland but I
shall never forget her generosity. I am saddened that our Sea Scout base has been sold but I rejoice that her legacy lives in the
new Durland facility located in Putnam Valley, NY.

As a postscript, after a 36 year sabbatical, [ have become a scouter again and serve my Council in several ways. I even have a
new uniform.

HI STORI CAL GUI DEBOOK

HMUHLH] CL-‘dVCUCk The Curtis S. Read Scout Reservation Field Guide contains seventy pages of Memorials, Dedications and
: : Landmarks found at Camp Read. The 2014 edition of the Guidebook is now in it’s sixth printing and has
all the recent additions. This unique Field Guide, Published by the Camp Read Association, can be
purchased for $24.00 which includes $3.00 postage and handling. All proceeds from the sale of the
Guidebook will go to the benefit of Camp Read. If you would like one or more copies please visit our
website at campread.org or contact :

Ed D’Apice

A Field Guide of the Memorials, Dedications and

s e Phone: (845) 612-3151 or
E-mail: entropy2@earthlink.net

Camp Read Wssaciation
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Dues Policy:

contribution.

Annual dues are requested by the end of March each year (We will however gladly accept dues anytime
throughout the year). For those that supported the Association in past years, our most sincere thanks. Members
who enjoy this publication, and wish to continue to hear from us, your financial support is needed. The
Board of Directors feels strongly that membership in the Association NOT be tied to dues payment. However, those
not making an annual contribution will only receive major mailings for reunions etc. The only qualification for
membership is your dedicated interest in Camp Read. As such, dues may be considered a tax-deductible

State: Zip:

_check here for change of address

Dues 2016 Change of Address Form
Name: E-Mail:
Phone:

City: Contribution:

$100 $50 $25

$15

Other $

Make Checks payable to: Camp Read Association, Westchester-Putnam Council, BSA
Send To: Bill Daley, 3220 Mohegan Ave., Mohegan Lake, NY 10547
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