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Newsletter 

 C a m p  R e a d  

A s s o c i a t i o n  

Check out Campread.org for expanded coverage of  the stories on pages 4&5,  
9th Camp Read Reunion &100th Anniversary Platinum Jubilee 

 and page 7, 2019 Fall Hike weekend  

 

Dear Friends of Camp Read, 
 
As the year comes to a close, I reflect on the awesome events and many accomplishments that made 
2019 an historic year for the Camp Read Association. 
 
First and foremost, the 9th Reunion and 100th Anniversary Celebration of The Curtis S. Read Scout 
Reservation was an unprecedented success. Thanks to all who helped and especially Tom Dietz and 
Tim Haag for co-chairing the event. Through their efforts and many others, the event was very suc-
cessful on all counts: it was well attended, the food was great, the activities were awesome, and we 
even made a few dollars for the Association. Just as important was how it helped to strengthen our 
bond with the Westchester-Putnam Council and sparked some renewed interest in Camp and the Asso-
ciation.  
 
The updated 2019 100th Anniversary edition of the Historical Guidebook also debuted at the Reunion, 
Author and Publisher Ed D’Apice did an outstanding job updating this special edition. If you want to 
order a copy go to Campread.org/publications for details. 
 
As expected in a Reunion year some of the other events (The Spring Dinner, The Eager Bear Weekend 
and The Fall Hike Weekend) weren’t as well attended as previous years, but those who did participate 
were rewarded with the fellowship and comradery  that is the strength of our organization.  
 
In 2019 the Association supported Camp Read and Westchester-Putnam Council in several ways. We 
provided support for the current staff by hosting the annual Staff Appreciation Dinner, providing gift 
cards recognizing outstanding Staff members and Staff of the Year Awards, totaling $1100. We also 
donated $3000 to James E. West “100 for 100” campaign, provided funding in the sum of $750 to pur-
chase a parts washer for the maintenance shop, and donated $500 towards the Newton Campership 
Fund (a Fund set up by Bob Newton’s Great Grandson, Robbie Hill). 
 
As my new term as President is beginning I’m excited for the future of the Association. It gives me 
great pleasure to announce that some key vacant positions have been filled on our Board of Directors. 
Mike McCabe has agreed take on the role of Treasurer and Bill Brucker has signed on as VP of Activi-
ties. Continuing as Officers in my second term are Ed D’Apice, Executive Vice President; Bruce Fu-
sillo, Secretary; Steve Sudak, Historian and Mark Sikora, VP of Communications. Thanks to all the 
Board Members for your dedication and service to the Association and Camp Read.  Two more Asso-
ciation members, Bill Langham and Dave Morris attended our last Board Meeting, and both agreed to 
get involved. Bill is going to Chair the Spring Dinner and Dave has agreed to help with Camp Promo-
tion. Welcome Bill and Dave and thanks for stepping up! 
 
If you have contributed this year to the “Friends of Read” campaign, thank you very much! Your con-
tributions are much needed and appreciated by the many Scouts and Leaders that benefit form our sup-
port. If you have not contributed, please consider giving what you can so we can continue to support 
our Camp. Rest assured, every dollar we collect goes directly to helping Camp Read. 
 
I hope to see you at our upcoming events. Go to Campread.org/events for the latest info. 
 
Best wishes for a joyous holiday season and a happy and healthy new year. 

Yours in Scouting, 
Bill Daley, CRA President 

Mt. Steven’s from Roger’s Lake 
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Friends of Read 2019 

The Camp Read Association wishes to extend a sincere thanks to the following members who have 
made a contribution to the Association for 2019. Your financial support is greatly appreciated by 

all the scouts and leaders who attend Camp Read  and benefit from your generosity.  

Thomas Baptiste* 

Russ Borner 

Matt Brauner 

Bill Brucker* 

Bill Brucker, Jr.* 

John Clear* 

Ralph Colotti 

Kent Cooper 

Bill Daley* 

Dedrick Damato* 

Ed D’Apice* 

Ken D’Apice* 

Charles Deirelein* 

Michael Desimone* 

Tom Dietz* 

John J. Doyle 

Dr. William Flank 

Jose Fuentes 

Bruce Fusillo 

Doug Gamble 

Frank Graessle 

Richard Granata* 

Nicholas Granata 

Ron & Kathy Green* 

Nicholas Greenfield* 

Sharon Greenfield* 

Tim Griffing* 

Tim Haag* 

John Hradsky* 

Tom Hunter 

Russell Kinaman 

Paul Knudsvig* 

Ken Korin* 

John Kramer 

Edward Lacey* 

Most Reverend  Dominick 

Lagonegro* 

William Langham* 

Richard Lutomski 

Logan Lyke* 

Albert Massimi 

Michael McCabe 

Michael McGuinness* 

Richard McKim* 

Warren Messner 

Dave Miller* 

David Morris* 

Thomas Musante* 

Raymond Naldini 

John Neely* 

Peter Oberdorf* 

Sean O’Donnell* 

Richard Okrasinski* 

Mark Okrasinski*\ 

Ronald Phillips 

Denis Pisanello* 

Jonathan Radwaner* 

Reid Reynolds* 

Robert Rice* 

Henry Samoyedny* 

Peter Schneider* 

Mark Sikora* 

Christopher Simone* 

Sally Simone* 

William Simone 

James Smith 

Tom Stafford* 

Steve Sudak* 

David Talbot* 

Lynn Traver* 

Matt Terribile* 

David Terribile* 

Richard Trier* 

John Tripodi 

Michael Tripodi 

Michael Venuti 

Gary Wiesendanger 

Ron Yaskovic 

All donations to the Camp Read Association are tax-deductible 

THANK YOU! 

* indicates those who donated as part of the Reunion registration (climber  level “ 2nd Brother” and above)  

One of the primary missions of the Camp Read Association, as 
stated in our Charter, is to assist with camp promotion, staff 
development, program and financial support, and facility 
maintenance/development. In order to live up to this commit-
ment your financial support is greatly needed. 

Because of the generosity of many of our members, the Associ-
ation was able to make contributions towards a variety of pro-
jects and ongoing programs that have and continue to benefit 
the Curtis S. Read Scout Reservation in the areas of infrastruc-
ture, program, and staff support. The following are examples of 
how the Association provided this much needed support over 
the years: replacement of the roof on the Pearlman Building , 
major renovations of Boland Lodge (thanks to Peter Oberdorf 
for his most generous contribution), construction of the two 
lentos (in memory of Ken Haddermann and Chris Fearon), con-
struction/renovation of the many camp signs throughout the 
Reservation, much needed program equipment, the annual Staff 
appreciation dinner, and Staff recognition awards. 

To continue our commitment of service to the camp, the Asso-
ciation’s assistance will be needed for the following upcoming 
projects: rebuilding the stone wall at the camp entrance, a new 
Summit Activities Center, construction of a lean-to for use by 
the Buckskin Camp Director, financial support towards the 
renovation Camp Waubeeka Office and program support for 
new activities such as mountain biking. 

If you haven’t joined this elite group of dedicated Scouters 
please give some thought to making a contribution. If you have 
donated in the past, our sincerest thanks and please consider 
renewing your support for 2019. Contributions to the Camp 
Read Association can be considered as a tax deduction. Anoth-
er way to support camp is to send in a one-time donation either 
as a tribute to, or in memory of, an individual you would like to 
recognize.   

Forms for donating to the Memorials & Tributes Fund or for 
The Friends of Read donations can be found in this Newsletter 
and on our website at CampRead.org.  

Shown in bold above are those who have given most generously  
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➢   This issue was sent to anyone who gave to the Friends of Read.  If you want to 

continue to receive copies of the Newsletter,  please send in your contribution! 

➢ UPCOMING EVENTS  

 Staff Appreciation Dinner: Friday December 27, 2019 Durland Scout Reservation 

 Spring Dinner: TBD 

 Eager Beaver Weekend: June 12-14, 2019 Curtis S. Read Scout Reservation 

➢ Anyone wishing to contribute Newsletter articles, anecdotes, pictures, event postings, or general Camp or 
Scouting info should please send any correspondence to: Tom Hunter  -  hunteto@gmail.com 

➢ The Association web site is campread.org. Please visit our site for the latest information.. 

BITS AND PIECES 

 
 
 

The Curtis S. Read Reservation has a long association with horses. Camp Read today is one of a handful of scout camps in the region to offer 
a full equestriation program, including Horsemanship Merit Badge and trail-riding activities. This long relationship with horses goes all the way 
back to Col. Clarence L. Collin’s Adirondack Camp at Brant Lake. C.L. Collins purchased the property around 1885 for a fairly modest sum of 
around $14,000. He then proceeded to build his ‘camp’ known as The Hermitage. This included a lodge, several outbuildings including stables 
for his horses and storage for his carriages and sleighs. These buildings became the original structures of Camp Read, forming the basis of 
Tomahawk’s dining, econ, and trading post areas. Colonel Collins’ plans also included a ¼ - mile racetrack (near the Hi-COPES area) to host 
horse races with his friends. 
 

C.L. Collins was born in Hartford, CT in 1848, the second of three brothers born to Charles Collins and Mary H. (Terry) Collins. His father was 
a successful manufacturer of white goods. His properties, consisting primarily of cotton, were affected by the Civil War, forcing him in middle-
age to start anew in New York. C.L. Collins joined the family firm and ultimately lead it to significant success in the latter years of the 19th 
Century and into the 20th Century. Along the way, he married a Vanderbilt, his daughter married a Polish Count and he became an active 
member of New York City Society, with many memberships and gilded age signs of including the Adirondack property which we now enjoy as 
Camp Read. 

 

Collins father owned many horses and dogs and passed on his love of these animals to his son. It was one of those horses, Lookaway, that 
prompted this deep-dive into C.L.Collins history. Lookaway was a renowned trotter from his early racing days in the 1890’s until standing at 
stud during his later years. Trotters and Pacers, trained to move in particular ways with either the left legs, fore and aft, moving in unison or 
the left front and right rear leg high-stepping together, are generally raced against the clock. Per the monument at Camp Read, Lookaway was 
a frequent winner for the time, with his 2:22 ½ time for the mile and his 2:10 1/2 best time at a meet in Providence. Following his racing days, 
Lookaway stood at stud and sired Winola (record time 2:06 ¼ and Nowaday (2:14 ¼), both horses going on to enjoy excellent racing careers. 
 

This research came from a discussion at the 100th Anniversary of Camp Read. Challenged by members of the Association to determine 
whether Lookaway was thoroughbred (flat racing horse) or a “driving horse” (trotter or pacer). 

 
(To be continued - Look for Part 2 in our next  issue ) 

 

Lookaway- (part 1) 

By  Bill Langham 



 

 

PAGE 4 NEWSLETTER  

9th Camp Read Summer Reunion & 

100th Anniversary Platinum Jubilee - 6/29 thru 6/30/2019 

It was a century in the making, from the rolling hills of the Hudson Valley in Mahopac, NY to pic-
turesque Brant Lake in the rugged but beautiful Adirondack Mountains.  There is a magic and electro-
magnetism that draws us all back to Camp Read to reminisce about adventures past, to see camp 
friends once again, and to create new adventures and make new friends.   

It seems like it took a century to do this reunion with the organizing and recruiting and Monday 
night planning meetings.  All the time and effort spent by a reunion 
team that rivaled the staffs of the sixties (you can replace with your 
era), was well worth it when you see the smiles on everyone’s faces, 
young, old, and all in between.  We added a theme of “Welcome 
Home” to all the friends of Camp Read for many hadn’t been to 
camp in quite a while.  They came from as close as Brant & Schroon 
Lakes to as far away as California and China.  

This great weekend had everything: enthusiastic participants 
of all ages, outstanding food, singing, uncle jokes, a cracker barrel, 
historical Guidebook tour of camp (some things have changed over 
the years), fishing, climbing Mt. Stevens, open activity areas, kids 
carnival, opening the time capsule, heaving bar competition, 
awards, dedications, ceremonies, and of course a fantastic campfire 
loaded with skits, songs, and poignant messages to all attendees.  Be sure 
and read a full and detailed wrap -up of the weekend on the Association’s 
webpage at Campread.org . 
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Editors Note: A complete recap of this reunion has been posted to the Asso-
ciation's Website found at Campread.org.  Please enjoy some assorted pictures of 

this wonderful event.  See anyone you know? 



 

 

PAGE 6 NEWSLETTER  

If you would like to make a donation to the Camp Read Association or to the Camp Read Improvement Fund for a memorial or tribute to an individual 
please fill out the form below.  The tribute or honor can be for recognition of birthdays, anniversaries, holidays, awards, or in memory of a departed 
relative or friend.  Acknowledgement letters will be sent to you and to the person being recognized or to the family (if the donation is in memoriam). 
 
Your name: __________________________________________________[     ] I would like to remain anonymous. 
 
Your Address_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Your telephone: __________________________________ Your email:  _____________________________________ 
 
Name of individual or group being remembered or recognizes: ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Reason: ___________________________________________________________________________Donation amount $_______________________ 
 
Name and Address acknowledgement should be sent to: ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Please make your check payable to Camp Read Assoc. Westchester-Putnam Council, BSA. 
Mail it to Bill Daley, 3220 Mohegan Ave., Mohegan Lake, NY 10547. 

 

Copies also available at the Council Service Center 

To Order:  Go to www.xlibris.com/bookstore   

All proceeds from òFor Joys Weõll Neõer Forgetó will go to the betterment of the Curtis S. 

Read Scout Reservation, Westchester -Putnam Council, BSA  

ñFor Joys Weôll Neôer Forgetò, relates the story of the Curtis S. Read Scout Reservation from its 
opening day in 1920 to the present. For the most part, “For Joys….” was written by staff who were in 
camp.  Chapters features two legendary Camp Rangers, the launching of Camp Waubeeka, the 
impact of Read on professional Scouting, profiles of outstanding camp leaders, the story of the Oder 
of the Arrow in camp, history of the Camp Read Association, and much more.   
 
Travel through time as this nearly one hundred year old camp grew from its beginnings on 33 acres 
and 20 campers on Long Pond, in Mahopac, New York to a 1000 acre scout reservation in the 
Adirondack Mountains.  Today the Curtis S. Read Scout Reservation is made up of three camps, one 
traditional scout camp, one patrol cooking camp, and a High Adventure Base. 
 
“For Joys We’ll Ne’er Forget” was commissioned by the Camp Read Association to preserve the 
history of this very special place.  If you were ever a camper or staff member at a Scout camp, you’ll 
find yourself right at home in the pages of this book.  It is a story worth telling and one worth reading!   

Memorials And Tributes 

Historical Guidebook 2019 100
th

 Anniversary Edition 
 

The Curtis S. Read Reservation Field Guide contains eighty-eight pages of Memorials, Dedications and Landmarks 
found at Camp Read.  The 2019 edition of the Guidebook celebrates the 100th Anniversary of the Curtis S. Read 
Scout Reservation. Now in it’s seventh printing the Guidebook includes all the latest updates. This unique Field 
Guide, published by the Camp Read Association, can be purchased for $29.00 which includes postage and han-
dling. All proceeds from the sale of the Guidebook will go to benefit Camp Read. 
 
To purchase a copy please contact: 
Ed D’Apice 
Phone: (845) 612-3151 or 
E-mail: pvfellow@gmail.com 

http://www.xlibris.com/
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A Tale of Two Hikes - Camp Read Association 
 Fall Hike Weekend October 4 - 6, 2019 

 

  Saturday October 5 (Four Pond Patrol):    

Note:  A complete description of the weekend can be found on Campread.org 

On our annual Fall Hike Weekend four individuals, Bill Daley, Ron Green, Ben Haag and Tim Haag,  drove north from camp 
to Chilson, a section of the Town of Ticonderoga.  We began near the Putnam Pond boat launch and campground, an area that 
Bill and I had hiked on our annual weekend a few years ago. 

On the previous hike, we were awed by the beauty of a number of small ponds, as well as the backdrop of hills colored by the 
beautiful fall foliage.  Our trip this time took us on a slightly different route, along Putnam Pond, through quiet trails on pine 
duff to Clear Pond, Rock Pond, and Heart Pond.  Each time our trail brought us to one of 
these beautiful ponds, the view seemed better than the last, with bursts of yellow, orange 
and red splashed against the greens of the conifers on the hills.  We stopped for lunch 
near the lean-to on Clear Pond and decided to walk a few yards through the trees and sit 
on rocks on the shore to eat and enjoy the view. We enjoyed the peace and quiet and 
watched a few small fish dart around in the shallows just a few feet away. 

Our path back to the Putnam Pond boat launch and campground took us past an aban-
doned graphite mine.  The tunnel into the side of a hill was accessible and we took a short 
break to explore this area as well as to enjoy the view of Putnam Pond through the woods 
nearby.  We walked past mining equipment and ruins of stone structures that had been 
abandoned for decades, perhaps over a century ago.   

From the quiet trails littered with vibrant fallen leaves, to the mine telling its story of years ago, to the peaceful ponds, it 
seemed that around every turn and in every clearing was a sight more awesome than the past.  We enjoyed perfect weather, a 
cloudless sky, with cool crisp temperatures in the low 50’s, a perfect day of hiking. 

While we all have fond memories of Camp Read, and for many of us these memories began decades ago, we return year after 
year to enjoy not only the beauty and solitude of the Adirondacks, but the company of a group of true friends who share our 
love of the land.  It was difficult to head home after this awesome weekend of hiking, but we are all looking forward to the 
trails and our time together next fall. 

 

Saturday October 5 (Rye Patrol): 

Three newcomers to the Camp Read Association Fall Weekend enjoyed a picture-perfect 
day of hikes near the reservation on Saturday, October 5 (Bill Langham, Bill Hardis, Si-
mon Langham Riker). Due to one of the baby boomers sporting a blown knee (be careful 
how you dance at weddings), the hiking criteria for the day was short, sweet, and level 
trails. Thankfully the area offers multiple options in that category. First: Spectacle Pond 
(1.7 miles in, 1.7 miles out: 3.4 miles total if you’re keeping track at home). Unclear if this 
was a lost-and-found or someone’s idea of “punny.” 

Lest there be any doubt that the destination is in fact a pond, the trail climbs as it hugs a 
stream, and features several foot bridges, all in good shape. We shared the trail with sever-
al other hikers and groups, though noticed on signing out that this much activity was not 
reflected in the logs. This missing data is not only dangerous for hikers in the event of an 
emergency but could also mean the organizations monitoring usage could be way off in their measurements. Signs stressing the 
importance of signing in and out could go a long way. The climax: a peaceful scene with a beached rowboat collecting rainwa-
ter (why not flip it?), and both its oars (albeit one broken). Nearby, a sanctioned campsite with a makeshift bench and chars in 
the fire ring. Multiple clearings indicated beavers, though not much fauna to be seen beyond the birds and occasional Fido.  

Next, Gull Pond (0.5 miles in, 0.5 miles out) bringing the grand total to 4.4 miles on the day. On our way there we passed the 
Adirondack General Store, which lured us inside afterwards. Our guidebook, printed in 1987, promised we’d drive a long dirt 
road, but it was actually well paved. Before we knew it, we’d hiked to the pond. Staggering cliff features opposite us defined 

the view; sheer rock dropping straight into the water, creating an impression of dramatic depthΦ DǊŜŀǘ ƭǳƴŎƘ ǎǇƻǘΣ ŀƴŘ ƘƻƴŜǎǘƭȅ 
ƳƻǊŜ spectacular than Spectacle Pond itself. 50 degrees felt like more if you laid on a rock in the sun. The trip wouldn’t have 
been complete without a trip to the famous Oscar’s Smokehouse in Warrensburg. Well worth the traffic of the miles long tag 
sale event!  

 

 

Ron Green & Tim Haag at Rock Pond 

Bill, Bill and Simon 



 

 

Dues Policy: 
 Annual dues are requested by the end of March each year (We will however gladly accept dues anytime 

throughout the year).   For those that supported the Association in past years, our most sincere thanks.  
Members who enjoy this publication, and wish to continue to hear from us, your financial support is needed.  
The Board of Directors feels strongly that membership in the Association NOT be tied to dues payment.  However, 
those not making an annual contribution will only receive major mailings for reunions etc.  The only qualification 
for membership is your dedicated interest in Camp Read.  As such, dues may be considered a tax-deductible 
contribution. 

 CAMP READ ASSOCIATION 

 
Dues 2019/2020 Change of Address 

Name: 

Address: 

City: 

State: Zip: 

E-Mail: 

Phone: 

Contribution: 
 
$100____ $50 ____ $25____ $15____ 
Other $__________ 

Make Checks payable to: Camp Read  Association, Westchester-Putnam Council, BSA 
Send  To: Bill Daley,  3220 Mohegan Ave., Mohegan Lake, NY 10547 

__check here for change of address 

Many Hands Make Light Work 

c/o Westchester Putnam Council, BSA 
41 Saw Mill River Road 
Hawthorne, NY 10532 

 


