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Newsletter 

 C a m p  R e a d  

A s s o c i a t i o n  

 
Upcoming Dates:  Spring Dinner in early April and the Read Worker’s weekend in 

June.  More information to follow as dates solidify.  

 

 
Dear Friends of Camp Read, 
 
To say 2020 has been a challenging year would be an understatement. Due to COVID-19, we 
had to cancel all our regular in-person events and Read was closed for the first time in its 100
-year history. To cap off this unprecedented year, the Westchester-Putnam and Hudson Val-
ley Councils are in merger negotiations that could happen by the year’s end. Go to the Coun-
cils’ web site to  get the latest information regarding the merger (www.wpcbsa.org/
project31) . The Association will stay committed to our mission and provide support in any 
way we can during and after the merger. 
 
On a positive note, I’m pleased to announce that Bill Langham will be our new VP of Mem-
bership. This important position has been vacant since before my first term as President. For 
the Association to thrive, we must start to increase our membership and get more people in-
volved from all eras. I believe Bill is the right person to get that done. We also got a two for 
one deal, as Bill’s son, Simon Riker, has been helping with communications and has already 
done much work on improving the web site. Please welcome Bill and Simon as the newest 
members of our Board of Directors. I am happy to report that all vacate Board position have 
now been filled! 
 
If there is any silver lining to the dark cloud of 2020 it would be the “Camp Stories Project”. 
The project was conceived by Tom Dietz and implemented by Bill Langham and Simon 
Riker. The idea was to have our membership write in stories to post on a weekly basis 
(roughly following the camp periods). Bill’s job was to edit the stories and Simon to get them 
up on the web site. As we read the stories, they reminded us of our own Camp experiences 
and may inspire one to write their own story to share. Look on page 3 of this newsletter to get 
a sample, and read the full length stories by visiting campread.org/stories. Thanks, Tom, for 
your vision and thanks Bill and Simon for your expertise and hard work! 
 
Looking forward there are still questions as to how the pandemic will affect the Association 
and the Reservation in 2021. The next event would be the Spring Dinner in early April fol-
lowed by the work weekend in June. We will plan to hold both of those events providing we 
can do it safely. The health and safety of our members is, and always will be, my number one 
priority. As it gets closer to anticipated dates we will keep everyone posted with the latest 
information.  
 
Thanks to everyone who have supported the Association in 2020! I know in these uncertain 
times it may be difficult for some to donate, but please consider giving what you can. The 
Camp and the Council need our support now more than ever. 
 
Happy Holidays and best wishes for health and prosperity in the New Year! 

Yours in Scouting, 
 
Bill Daley, CRA President 

Mt. Stevens from Roger’s Lake 

http://www.wpcbsa.org/project31
http://www.wpcbsa.org/project31
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Friends of Read 2020 

The Camp Read Association wishes to extend a sincere thanks to the following members who have 
made a contribution to the Association for 2020. Your financial support is greatly appreciated by 

all the scouts and leaders who attend Camp Read  and benefit from your generosity. 

Russ Borner 

Matt Brauner 

Bill Brucker 

Ralph Colotti 

Kent Cooper 

Tom Dietz 

John J. Doyle 

Dr. William Flank 

Doug Gamble 

Frank Graessle 

Ron & Kathy Green 

Tim Haag 

Ben Haag 

Tom Hunter 

Bill Langham 

Paul Knudswig 

Dave Miller 

David Morris 

Robert Neely 

Richard Okrasinski 

Greg Pitonza 

Bailey Pitonza 

William Schiavo 

James Smith 

Matt Terribile 

Michael Tripodi 

Michael Venuti 

All donations to the Camp Read Association are tax-deductible 

THANK YOU! 

Shown in bold above are those who have contributed most generously  

One of the primary missions of the Camp Read Associa-
tion, as stated in our Charter, is to assist with camp pro-
motion, staff development, program and financial sup-
port, and facility maintenance/development. In order to 
live up to this commitment your financial support is 
greatly needed. 

Because of the generosity of many of our members, the 
Association was able to make contributions towards a 
variety of projects and ongoing programs that have and 
continue to benefit the Curtis S. Read Scout Reservation 
in the areas of infrastructure, program, and staff support. 
The following are examples of how the Association pro-
vided this much needed support over the years: replace-
ment of the roof on the Pearlman Building , major reno-
vations of Boland Lodge (thanks to Peter Oberdorf for his 
most generous contribution), construction of the two len-
tos (in memory of Ken Haddermann and Chris Fearon), 
construction/renovation of the many camp signs through-
out the Reservation, much needed program equipment, 
the annual Staff appreciation dinner, and Staff recognition 
awards. 

To continue our commitment of service to the camp, the 
Association’s assistance will be needed for the following 
upcoming projects: rebuilding the stone wall at the camp 
entrance, a new Summit Activities Center, construction of 
a lean-to for use by the Buckskin Camp Director, finan-
cial support towards the renovation Camp Waubeeka Of-
fice and program support for new activities such as moun-
tain biking. 

If you haven’t joined this elite group of dedicated Scout-
ers please give some thought to making a contribution. If 
you have donated in the past, our sincerest thanks and 
please consider renewing your support for 2020. Contri-
butions to the Camp Read Association can be considered 
as a tax deduction. Another way to support camp is to 
send in a one-time donation either as a tribute to, or in 
memory of, an individual you would like to recognize.   

Forms for donating to the Memorials & Tributes Fund or 
for The Friends of Read donations can be found in this 
Newsletter and on our website at CampRead.org.  

Very Special Thanks For Their Outstanding Generosity To: 
 

Adirondack Foundation- Oberdorf Family Fund 
 Denis Pisanello 

Bill Tracey 
John Tripodi  
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 This issue was sent to anyone who gave to the Friends of Read.  If you want to continue to re-
ceive copies of the Newsletter,  please send in your contribution! 

➢ UPCOMING EVENTS  

• Spring Dinner  - tentative April 10, 2021 

• Read Workers Weekend - tentative June 11-13, 2021 

• Anyone wishing to contribute Newsletter articles, anecdotes, pictures, event postings, or general Camp 
or Scouting info should please send any correspondence to: Tom Hunter  -  hunteto@gmail.com 

➢ The Association web site is campread.org. Please visit our site for the latest information.. 

BITS AND PIECES 

 

 

The summer of 2020 was different from anything we could imagine. With coronavirus shut-
tering camp, the Camp Read Association decided to bring camp to you through a virtual 
campfire. We were able to attract some amazing and wonderful Camp Read Stories. These 
true stories have now been collected and are on the Camp Read Association website for 
you to enjoy. 
 

They describe camper stories from the earliest days at Read (Brant Lake), staff tales of ad-
venture and derring-do, and a special tribute to a Read Original, Bob Newton, that includes 
the North Country Newt collection of colloquialisms and the requirements to earn the NCN 
Interpreter Award strip. 
 
Site Selection - it was getting late in the day we needed to find a place to camp for the night… 
 
The Doctor(s) will see you now - Two Ph.Ds. talk about their youthful experiences at camp:  
I remember earning Lifesaving Merit Badge: the first time I couldn’t hold the struggling counselor but for the 
second test I let my nails grow long… 
 
Adirondack Adventure ‘77 -  In 1976 I spent most of my free time at Camp Summit lobbying for my 
dream job at camp - a High Adventure Staff position… 
 
Limping through Farley’s Gap - a coming of age story...... 
Read Staffers talked about ‘the Gap’ as a challenge to even the most experienced hikers with its boulders, 
intermittent stream, slippery rocks, mosquitoes, and other creatures too numerous to relate. I couldn’t wait 
to go! 
 
North Country Newt - a fond remembrance of Ranger Bob Newton…. 
Those qualifying for the “North Country Newt” Interpreter Strip carry on a tradition of colorful comparisons, 
creative communication, Brant Lake tradition, and Camp Read history, thus giving a person a broader phil-
osophical outlook and coping mechanisms for encounters with the “Numb-nuts” of the world. 
 
These and other stories await you around the virtual campfire - pull up a chair and put a little something in 
your mug and let these stories take you back to summers of yore. 
We are still taking story submissions and ask you to share your own stories, memories, tales or whatever 
from your camping years. Visit https://www.campread.org/stories  to read all the stories and send yours 
to webmaster@campread.org. 
 
Bill Langham, Editor 

Camp Read Stories Project 

https://www.campread.org/stories
https://www.campread.org/albert-koehl-story
https://www.campread.org/bill-hamm-roger-gottlieb-story
https://www.campread.org/bill-daley-story
https://www.campread.org/bill-langham-story
https://www.campread.org/north-country-newt
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001HXJA74o3aXb76SLs-lje5TssJ6196EdVZLdzz2o8FCjOS8RMKQNMD-cZu_l1Kxa7GNbIiz9goaiodCf-znZ8ru7B3HwfsGFxIz20V--Z50x6NYQXOzctwxP1ZR40HaPA-ZeVGU2eamRsw-5Dvc3LWB0kE8rXdYyhB1O0DMtjM2Pop5T5-MnxWw==&c=Eq6S0U4Zam_v7yoy1AfnRQE-AGLAnOxIhuaZ7yzQe
mailto:webmaster@campread.org
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CRA President Bill Daley 

Completes High Peaks 
 

Several years ago, Bill Daley set a goal of 
climbing all the High Peaks in the Adiron-
dacks – a total of forty-six mountains.  He 
chipped away at his goal, often coming to the 
Adirondacks a week before the Annual Fall 
Hike Weekend and climbing several peaks 
each year. 
 
Bill had saved Mount Haystack, at 4960 feet 
the third highest of the peaks, for last.  On 
September 23, Bill along with Tim Haag and 
Bob Haag climbed Mount Haystack to com-
plete his Adirondacks High Peaks 46er Chal-
lenge. 
 
Haystack is one of the more challenging 
climbs of the High Peaks, and the round-trip 
hike was approximately eighteen miles.  Weather can be unpredictable and everchanging 
in the high peaks, and that day was no exception.  We estimated the winds to be 60 miles 
per hour on the summit.  There were some clouds, but we still had awesome views. 
 
Bill will be recognized by the Adirondack Forty-Sixer’s  for his efforts.  Congratulations to 
Bill on this outstanding achievement!   
 
 

 

Top Right - Bill on Summit        
Bottom Left - Last pitch to the top!    
Bottom Right - The rocky trail  
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Hiking the Adirondacks at All Ages  
By Tom Hunter 

 
Is hiking the great north woods the same at all ages?  Of course not!  Comparing hiking when I was origi-
nally a scout at Read, to a Camp Staff member and ultimately an “adult,” on a long weekend or a week’s 
vacation, has vast differences and hard and fast similarities. 
 
My original Camp Read hike occurred during my first period there as the SPL of my home troop. We were 
staying at Frontier troop-site in Buckskin.  The site’s name Frontier was apt since it bordered on Pawnee in 
Tomahawk, and it was a haul just going back and forth to meals and activities.  My troop was mostly inex-
perienced in backpacking, so the senior leaders thought it best to only go as far as the “Meadows.”  A few 
years later this tract became the location for the beautiful Waubeeka lake. 
 
The hike was short, just down the Camp road, but it gave us a little taste of what real camping could be 
like.  I stayed on the whole summer that year so for second period shifted over to Tomahawk (now Sum-
mit), as a provisional in Pawnee, with Denis Pisanello as its Scoutmaster.  Now I was in the big leagues 
and for hike period we trekked to Whortleberry Pond.  I was forewarned by several of the veterans about 
the infamous Gap, and its treacherous landscapes of huge boulders, daily flashfloods and a troll who 
guards the entrance.  Luckily, no floods or trolls but the description of the boulders was only slightly exag-
gerated. 
 
Our goal was site A, which is the closest destination on the southwest end of the lake.  Even with a full 
pack, lugging food, shelter and other supplies the hike was enjoyable.  I was awed by the lake and the 
pristine forest environment I was truly experiencing for the first time.  Except for the tarps we were given 
for tents, and the myriad of ways they could be erected, sleeping accommodations were acceptable.  I 
found I had a talent for cooking on an open fire and using #10 Cans as pots.  Swim times were amazing as 
the small fish would nibble gently at your toes, and after dinner we kept the fire burning and admired the 
sunset, while listening to the mournful cry of a Loon as sack time awaited. 
 
I was bitten by the bug and found that I loved all aspects (except when it rained) of hiking and camping in 
this Adirondack paradise. The following year I was in Doctor Rile’s troop Wyandotte for most of the sum-
mer and learned much about camping and scouting skills.  I put those skills to good use when I eventually 
became Doc Rile’s assistant and spent a couple of years in Provisional leadership imparting those skills 
that I had acquired onto the new scouts. 

While on staff my hiking time diminished greatly in favor of taking a couple of days off (note: At this time all 
troops participated in hike period, which occurred the second Monday through Wednesday of each two-
week period.  Non-provisional staff were usually given time off.  Some staff escorted troops out to the 
lakes and continued working with scouts on Merit Badges such as cooking, camping, hiking etc.).   Hiking 
and camping then took a back seat after my staff years, while starting a family, but eventually got back on 
track in my early thirties. 
 
Going back to Camp Read and the Adirondacks was encouraged by me for my young family, mostly doing 
road tours, but also tackling Mt. Stevens and other short hikes.  It wasn’t until the Camp Read Association 
was formed that an informal group of “old” Scouts would journey up the Northway and relive our glorious 
hiking days on the trails we loved. As much as I loved to overnight back in the days, this group’s preferred 
overnight accommodations, and mine too, were some beautiful lakefront condos. It worked nicely with day 
hikes out to the lakes or adjacent mountains (Steven’s, Pharaoh or Tread-
way), and evenings by the condo’s fireplace resting tired muscles.  
 

        - Continued on page  7 - 



 

 

PAGE 6 NEWSLETTER  

If you would like to make a donation to the Camp Read Association or to the Camp Read Improvement Fund for a memorial or tribute to an individual 
please fill out the form below.  The tribute or honor can be for recognition of birthdays, anniversaries, holidays, awards, or in memory of a departed 
relative or friend.  Acknowledgement letters will be sent to you and to the person being recognized or to the family (if the donation is in memoriam). 
 
Your name: __________________________________________________[     ] I would like to remain anonymous. 
 
Your Address_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Your telephone: __________________________________ Your email:  _____________________________________ 
 
Name of individual or group being remembered or recognizes: ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Reason: ___________________________________________________________________________Donation amount $_______________________ 
 
Name and Address acknowledgement should be sent to: ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Please make your check payable to Camp Read Assoc. Westchester-Putnam Council, BSA. 
Mail it to Bill Daley, 3220 Mohegan Ave., Mohegan Lake, NY 10547. 

 

Copies also available at the Council Service Center 

To Order:  Go to www.CampRead-ForJoys.com  

All proceeds from “For Joys We’ll Ne’er Forget” will go to the betterment of the Curtis S. 

Read Scout Reservation, Westchester-Putnam Council, BSA 

“For Joys We’ll Ne’er Forget”, relates the story of the Curtis S. Read Scout Reservation from its 
opening day in 1920 to the present. For the most part, “For Joys….” was written by staff who were in 
camp.  Chapters features two legendary Camp Rangers, the launching of Camp Waubeeka, the 
impact of Read on professional Scouting, profiles of outstanding camp leaders, the story of the Oder 
of the Arrow in camp, history of the Camp Read Association, and much more.   
 
Travel through time as this nearly one hundred year old camp grew from its beginnings on 33 acres 
and 20 campers on Long Pond, in Mahopac, New York to a 1000 acre scout reservation in the 
Adirondack Mountains.  Today the Curtis S. Read Scout Reservation is made up of three camps, one 
traditional scout camp, one patrol cooking camp, and a High Adventure Base. 
 
“For Joys We’ll Ne’er Forget” was commissioned by the Camp Read Association to preserve the 
history of this very special place.  If you were ever a camper or staff member at a Scout camp, you’ll 
find yourself right at home in the pages of this book.  It is a story worth telling and one worth reading!   

Memorials And Tributes 

Historical Guidebook 2019 100
th

 Anniversary Edition 
 

The Curtis S. Read Reservation Field Guide contains eighty-eight pages of Memorials, Dedications and 
Landmarks found at Camp Read.  The 2019 edition of the Guidebook celebrates the 100th Anniversary of 
the Curtis S. Read Scout Reservation. Now in it’s seventh printing the Guidebook includes all the latest 
updates. This unique Field Guide, published by the Camp Read Association, can be purchased for $29.00 
which includes postage and handling. All proceeds from the sale of the Guidebook will go to benefit 
Camp Read. 
 
To purchase a copy please contact: 
Ed D’Apice 
Phone: (845) 612-3151 or 
E-mail: pvfellow@gmail.com 

http://www.xlibris.com/
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- Continued from page 5 - 

 

Hiking this way allowed us to see the beauty we so admired as youths and appreciate it with a more ma-
ture eye. It also allowed me to feed another recently acquired passion, photography.  Now I could forever 
capture these moments, not just in my mind but produce a hard copy (now also digital) to share with 
friends and reference when no longer able to hike. 
 
Recently the Association has formally encouraged all to join these annual hikes and offered open accom-
modations up at Read.  Unfortunately this year’s trek was postponed due to COVID but  hopefully will be 
reinstated in early fall 2021.  

About a year ago during Pinochle banter I men-
tioned how I had never hiked a New York High 
Peak (those over 4000’) and would love to try 
one. Bill Daley, our Association President and 
fellow card player, offered to guide me on a new 
Adirondack adventure. Bill had already complet-
ed 45 out of the 46 total NYS high peaks sug-
gested Algonquin, second highest after Marcy.  
   
Just before the Association’s last 5-year reunion 
Bill and I set out to conquer this peak, first for me 
but the second time for Bill.  Bill was amazingly 
patient with our 9-hour hike, that would have 
been 4 or 5 if Bill was not with me.  Going back 
down I took a face plant on some rocks resulting 
in some cuts, scrapes, bruises, broken eyeglass-
es, and a broken hand.  It could have been a lot 
worse!  I think of this very memorable hike often 
and again wish to thank Bill for his generosity 
and will always admire his hiking skills. Although 
this is my one and done for the High Peaks, I will 
continue to relive the experience from the 100 or 
so pictures I took on the trail and summit. 
 
Now in retirement in western North Carolina I am still an avid hiker, taking in the beautiful trails, waterfalls 
and mountains of the Blue Ridge.  The main reason my wife and I ultimately settled here was because it 
so reminded us of the Adirondacks, only a lot more moderate climate.  Although older, hiking is still, and 
will hopefully continue, to be a thrilling almost cathartic experience, which I hope to never outgrow. 

 

Bill  Daley on Algonquin’s Summit 

GIVING TUESDAY 2020 
 

Giving Tuesday 2020 is on Dec. 1. This is a day of 
giving to non-profits during the holiday sea-
son. This year, if you donate a minimum of $40 to 
the WPC Giving Tuesday Campaign between Nov. 
17 - Dec. 5, you will receive a 2021 Read/Durland 
Scenic Calendar as a Thank you.What better way to 
spend 2021 then looking at beautiful scenic photos 
of Read and Durland. Go to the Council’s website, 
www.wpcbsa.org to donate. 



 

 

Dues Policy: 
 Annual dues are requested by the end of March each year (We will however gladly accept dues anytime 

throughout the year).   For those who supported the Association in past years, our most sincere thanks.  
Members who enjoy this publication, and wish to continue to hear from us, your financial support is needed.  
The Board of Directors feels strongly that membership in the Association NOT be tied to dues payment.  However, 
those not making an annual contribution will only receive major mailings for reunions etc.  The only qualification 
for membership is your dedicated interest in Camp Read.  As such, dues may be considered a tax-deductible 
contribution. 

 CAMP READ ASSOCIATION 

 
Dues 2020/2021 Change of Address 

Name: 

Address: 

City: 

State: Zip: 

E-Mail: 

Phone: 

Contribution: 
 
$100____ $50 ____ $25____ $15____ 
Other $__________ 

Make Checks payable to: Camp Read  Association, Westchester-Putnam Council, BSA 
Send  To: Bill Daley,  3220 Mohegan Ave., Mohegan Lake, NY 10547 

__check here for change of address 

Many Hands Make Light Work 

c/o Westchester Putnam Council, BSA 
41 Saw Mill River Road 
Hawthorne, NY 10532 

 


